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Eventually, two gun-boats were dispatched to Wan-hsien,
where parties sent from them to recapture the two ships
came into collision with Chinese troops.
British distress.
The continued occurrence of anti-British outbreaks in
China caused England great distress.
Since the nineteenth century England has ruled the
world, helped 'by great lumps of coal and iron5, as the
French critic Michelet put it, and riding on the flood-tide
of Free Trade arid Industrial Revolution. With the Great War
her prosperity reached its climax : it remains for her pain-
fully to stumble down the slope beyond ; electricity and oil are
replacing coal as the motive power of industry; international
trade is changing its complexion; Free Trade is being replaced
by Protection and by block systems of tariffs. As the result,
British trade, when compared with that before the War, shows
a remarkable decrease. John Bull's throne is, at last, in
danger. On top of all this has come the Chinaman's anti-
British movement. For the English, indeed, 'bees have stung
a crying face'.
Just consider British trade with China. It has been harder
hit than ever before. In 1925, the year of the May 30 affair,
British imports into China dropped to 338 million taels, a
fall of 113 million taels from the year before. At this rate
it will not be long before America or Japan captures the
British commercial position in China.
The next phase of the anti-British movement was a
positive agitation to recover the lost Concessions—the
leases of Hongkong [sic] and Kowloon, as a matter of course,
and the Concession at Shanghai, the return of which was
vociferously demanded during the May 30 affair. These
special rights are the mainstay, the very heart, of England's
influence in China. To lose these three Concessions, apart
from any others, would amount to being driven out of
China. Under these circumstances, should England fail
to put a stop to the anti-British movement, she would not
only lose her status in the Far East, but also, later on, her
dominion over India and her prestige in Persia and Afghan-
istan would be affected. In other words, England would
receive a fatal blow. She had to alter her methods of dealing
'with China.

